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A PROGRAM OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
FOR THE JAPANESE CHILDREN AND YOUTH OF BERKELEY 


INTRODUCTION 

During the two short years that the writer has been 
studying in the field of Religious Education, many fine 
and helpful things have been learned about what religious 

education is and what it is capable of accomplishing. It 
is through this study that the peculiarly challenging sit- 
uation of religious education among the Japanese community 
in Berkeley has been realized - for it is only by knowing 
of attainments which are higher and better, that we can 
measure the development about us. 

One is impressed by the diversity of religious 
groups in the relatively small community of Berkeley. The 
old time saying, united we stand, divided we fall", holds 
for us still, pointed truth as it did long ago. We are 
eonscious of the weakness and evils of the religious sit- 
uation and are determined to find a way in which the prob- 
lem might be solved. 

Thus with an earnest hope that this study will bring 
light to the potentialities of the Japanese Church Schools 
and add a little to the constructive working out of the 


problem, this meager contribution is made. 
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PART ONE 


THE COMMUNITY AND THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONAL SITUATION 


Before proceeding into any discussion of the question 
a few general statistics about the community itself shall 
be given. The Japanese population of Berkeley and the sur- 
rounding districts is * 

The city of Berkeley is an ideal place in which to 
live, and the Japanese who are now living here have the ten- 
dency to be more or less permanent residents. Being a Univ- 
ersity center, the atmosphere of education instills into 
the hearts of the older people the hope that their children 
might be well educated, and they stay here and work in or- 
der to realize their fond dream. They are not inclined to 
move away from this ideal spot to the country towns, nor 
do they tend to send their children to Japan to be taken 
care of by relatives, as is done by many in other local- 
ities. To the older themselves, however, does come a de- 
sire to return to the land of their birth to live, after 
their children have grown up into independence. 

Many fields of occupations are represented. Roughly 
speaking, the general groups of work are the following, in 
T. According to the statistics of the Berkeley Japanese 


Association in 1928. The surrounding districts of 
Berkeley include, Stege, Richmond, Albany, and EI Cerrito. 
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the order of their size by numerical count of the men en- 
gaged in them; the first mentioned being the largest: 


Day Laborers 

Merchants(including business such as, laundry, 
grocery, etc.) 

Agricultural Laborers(as workers for wages in 
nursery establishments. ) 

Professional(as teachers, doctors, dentists. ) 

Agricultural enterprises(as owners of nursery es- 
tablishments, etc.) 

Importers and exporters. 

Industrial Workers. 


In a recent survey of the Japanese children in the 
public schools of 6 was found that including 
the “igh School, there are 255 enrolled. The ratio of the 
Japanese school children to the total school population is 
1:51, the total school attendance being 13,105. There are 
23 public schools in Berkeley, 15 of them having one or 
more Japanese children enrolled as students. 

The religious organizations in Berkeley are numerous 
for a community of Japanese as are living here. Because 
of difference of opinion and temperament, six different 
groups are established. These are: 

1. The Buddhist Church (Bukkyo Kai) 

2. The New Buddhist Church (Shin Bukkyo Kai) 

3. The Christian Church 

4. Hei Shinto (Independent Laymens' Meeting) 


5. The Free Methodist Church 
6. The Methodist Church 


1. These figures are for May 23, 1928. 
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In the survey of the public schools, the teachers 
were asked to have each Japanese child write on a slip of 
paper whether or not he or she attended a Sunday School, 
and in case he did attend one, to give its name. ‘The re- 
sults of the report from the teachers can be briefly given 


in the following figures, showing the religious affilia- 


tions: 
Bahai at A few ctiaht erer 4 
f er ͤ ».. OU Te OR 
Ceshetie. t ..that Shen ware attending 
/ A „ „4140 
"Do not attend ang... „30 
No information given 49 


In the story of the Good Shepherd and the Sheep, it 
is not the ninety and nine about which there is so much 
anxiety, but about the one which was lost. e are glad to 
see the 176 answers that the children are attending Sunday 
School, but besides our deep interest in this group, we 
are deeply concerned about the 79 who did not respond to 
the question. In trying to find the meaning of the large 
number answering in this manner, the pastors of the churches 
and representatives met together to discuss the situation. 
in looking over the names of the many children who made the 
negative response, the pastors say among them, the names of 
children who were on their own Sunday School records. By 


this process of reclamation, all but twenty four of the 
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children were accounted for. By inferring from this, the 
conclusion was reached that these twenty four did not have 
any religious affiliation whatsoever. It was found that 
among those who did not state that they attended Sunday 
School, some were too young to know what to say, since many 
were of kindergarten age, then the fact that they were to 
be definite in giving the information was not emphasized to 
them, and we fear that a few might even have heen a little 
ashamed to admit that they were attending a Japanese Sunday 
School or Buddhist Temple in this age of ingifference. 

As we mentioned before, there are six religious bodies 
meeting in Berkeley which are maintaining Sunday Schools. 
The total enrollment in the two Buddhist Sunday Schools is 
approximately 90 students, and in the four Christian groups 
it is close to 220. Here we note what seems to be a dis 
crepancy between the figures given in the foregoing survey 
and this latter statement. This difference is due to the 
fact that the survey was not attempting to account for the 
college students, those boys and girls out of school, the 
cradle roll, and other pre-school children, but only for 
those in the public schools from the kindergarten through 
the High School. 


Another interesting situation to consider, is the at- 
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tendance of the Japanese children in the ‘Week Day Religious 
Education classes.This concerns children in the rinary 
schools, that is grades one to six. In the districts where 
there are Japanese children in the public schools, community 
week-day Religious Education is carried on at centers locat- 


ed at these churches:: 


Westminster Church ----------- 8th and Hearst Ave. 
Park Congregational ---.------ Ellis and Fairview. 
First Baptisc Dana and Haste. 
Nazarene ---------------------Bancroft and McKinley. 
North Congregational --------- Walnut and Cedar. 


Of the 161 Japanese children in the Primary grades, 
who would be eligible to attend these classes, 28 are doing 
so. This number seems very small, but in proportion to the 
general attendance in the Week Day Religious Educational 
program, it is not tos small. One out of every 5.4 children 
of the total primary school population attends the “eek Day 
Religious Education class, while one out of every 5.7 of 
the Japanese children in the same grades receives instruc- 
tion there. 

The Sunday Schools in the Japanese Churches must be 
viewed with a great deal of sympathy and understanding. It 
must be kept in mind that they are fairly recent institu- 
tions compared to the other churches and are yet in their 


infancy. Although one church in the whole group may have 
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been having a regular Sunday School for a period of ten 
years, and most of the other schools much less; the lack 
of leaders and teachers has been keeping it from being of 
real dynamic value. 

In these Sunday Schools the children are roughly 
grouped into classes. Every one who has had some experi- 
ence in grouping pupils into classes, knows of the great 
difficulty in making the proper divisions, and especially 
in the schools where the attendance is small, is the diff- 
iculty felt more keenly. 

The classes of the small school are divided into the 
Beginners, Primary, Junior, and Senior. The Beginners' de- 
partment is always the largest and the members decrease as 
the grades advance. The best organized of the Japanese 
Churches in Berkeley has its 70 students divided into the 
following classes: Beginners, First Primary, Second Primary, 
First Junior, Second Junior, High School, and Young People. 
This grouping meets the situation, but the unfortunate cir- 
cumstance lies in the fact that through every class there 
is co-education. We feel that this is unfortunate especi- 
ally in the Junior and High School groups, in the light of 
the replies to questionaires sent to those boys and girls 
who are not attending any Church School. 


The questionaire aimed to draw out suggestions from 


LSet to botreq « tot Toodos ypbaw? ati acnived aged) 
Seal af 2201 denn s Tode 26640 end e bees han’ „ reR* 
„ untied aa: e #980 eee eterfoset bas etobest 10 
ten oed Laer 
e ern act, edd tone webe eee ai 
do smos han ead oeh ano yrevi .eseealos otal beduorz 
nete wenn „eee ofn!t iges gaiquoty at sone 
> Poe ,enctetvih regen ef? pattem at ene 
„ att „ere ere oft red eloodoe eff at 
UHasen etom Sist tet 
Neben ste Too {lene ets Yo sees fe oft 
„ eee er .toine? toe ,totoul „end ,er9enniged 
ged aredmen ov? ton seen teal st? eyswia el taemeceg 
* eff to tau isod ett .sonsvbs sehaty of? 
Gint dove nest OF ert end yofedtred at esdotuntd 
Dee ,vreciz! ser! ,eseamtged :eegealo gniwolle? ; 
ner bas Todes agit tant prose’ ro laud 20 
Lie eee ee ert sud ,noldmutie ot eee gniquesyg eee 
eee seulo yvieve dyvotmts fart: toet aft at ett soca ssd 
moses Sandi 94 te tas? Iest ev ness -es ef 
mu BO VAgll ens m1 ,equots Tete wl? n tod ed? al ts 
en ban rod sn of tron 3 o leer or. 
* * Toon datt, yon unn ges ben em Se 
E>. Bort enolteongue tuo wath of homin etinaotiveup edt 


=. : 


a 9 
> 


these young boys and girls.as to what improvements could 
be made in the Sunday School organization, equipment, and 
curriculum from their point of view. What was there in 
the Sunday School which kept them away? What kind of at- 
mosphere would appeal to them? Such queries were in the 
back of the mind when the questions were made out. The 
boys expressed themselves very strongly to the effect that 
in the Sunday Schools there should be classes in which 
"boys can get together” and have their own class organi- 
zations. There are untold potentialities in the utiliza- 
tion of the "gang spirit” if only the Churches could be 
enlarged and arranged in construction so as to care for 
such groups. The boys who ask for these exclusively boys' 
classes are enercetic members of athletic clubs, which is, 
we venture to say, a marked indication of the fact that at 
this stage, boys find greatest pleasure in be ing among 
boys of their own age. Is not this lack, one of the reasons 
why the Japanese boys of High School age are not in the 
Sunday School? 

To use different corners of the "auditorium" for 
class rooms is not an uncommon experience in the Church 
Schools. They are called upon to minister to a group of 


children, though small in number, far too large for 
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their present circumstances. Every available room of the 
small church is utilized. The Japanese churches in Berkel- 
ey are all residences, and not the conventional church 
building. Thus we have large and small class rooms, very 
well lighted and ventilated or too little so. Is ita 
wonder that there is difficulty in achieving that certain 
atmosphere of seriousness as we study together the Chris- 
tian way? Is it a wonder also that the children should 
feel that the public school must be of greater importance 
than the church school, because it is so careful about the 
environment? | 
The lesson material which is used in the previously 
mentioned school of 70 pupils is considered among the vest. 
It is the Closely Graded Series which is prepared by the 
International Lesson Committee. This contains a special 
course for each year, beginning with the fourth year and 
reaching through the senior year at High School. It has 
been found that the usefulness of these courses is confined 
to the larger church schools because of their special ad- 
aptation to a well graded school, which is unfortunate. 
Some of the smaller schools are using such lesson 
material as the International Uniform Lessons, but these 
should be given up because they are not within the child's 


experience and therefore cannot be of any constructive ed- 
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ucational value. 

Except for the Beginners' class which is conducted 
very much as a kindergarten with songs and manual work, 
as well as by the use of stories, the other classes util- 
ize little other than what we might term a "pouring in" 
method. The teacher explains the lesson and enlarges upon 
it, usually in an interesting manner. Hovever interesting 
the whole thing may be, it is important to think whether 
the truths are really being impressed upon the young child's 
mind, and the correct aims set forth and accomplished. 

Excepting the Beginners’ class, all are conducted 
in English. The very young children in most cases do not 
speak English freely for they have not been in kindergart- 
en long enough to learn it, neither do their parents use 
it. The teachers of the Beginners' are older women who 
have had experience in teaching little children, and it is 
for their convenience as well as for the children that 
the Japanese language is used. 

For many years the Japanese Cunday Schools have 
been relying upon American men and women for leadership 
in superintending the church schools or in teaching the 
classes. It is only within recent years that a few of the 


Japanese young people have grown up to be able to take 
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over these positions. However, not many of them through 
long experience or training are fully qualified to lead 
the Sunday Scheels, though each one is eager to do some- 
thing to help in building up God's Kingdom. 

In practically every Japanese “unday School in Berk- 
eley, the majority of the teachers are college students. 
This is a great advantage in that they are the cream of the 
young people, supposedly, but on the other hand, it is an 
equal disadvantage because in most cases they are resident 
in Berkeley for a maximum period of only four years. They 
have had no training in teaching since the majority of 
them have come to the University from the country towns 
to study. Each teacher, then, has to make out his own 
method of handling his or her own pupils. This is done 
by following a teachers' manual. One might follow a 
guide book very closely, but however well that is done, 
it can not satisfy a lack on the part of the teacher in 
the psychology of dealing with children, or of religious 
experience. What is needed is a definite training of the 
teachers so that they will be able to grasp hold of the 
objective of the Church School and work toward the goal 
in harmonious progress with the rest of their number. 

Promotion according to age and public school grade 


is the rule. This can be the only standard for the Sunday 
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School since attendance is purely voluntary. because of 
this voluntary character of attendance, the question of 
promotion is put before the child usually in this way,"Do 
you want to go up into the next grade?" Often the child 
does not wish to be promoted merely because his or her 
friend is not going to be advanced also. These cases are 
becoming rare, but nevertheless they are still with us 
creating a particular problem. 

In advancing pupils by age only, there is no way of 
being sure that they have gained the necessary ideas before 
proceeding higher. ‘Some pupils may have been absent from 
the class the majority of the sessions, yet because they 
are of age, are promoted along beside those who have been 
regular in attendance and who have acquired the ideals and 
underlying thoughts of the course. Does this not mean that 
in the new class, the highest good cannot be gained by the 
pupils as a group because of the great differences in prep- 
aration? 

Let us look into the question of worship. Fathers 
and mothers allow their children to go Sunday after Sunday 
to the church school, all with the hope that there the 
correct religious education will be given to their boys 
and girls. The best religious education which a child 
or adult can receive, is that of learning the art of wor- 


ship, and yet in the present day, it is an element which 
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is almost unknown in its true form. 

In a certain sense, we might well say that all life 
is a form of worship. In this sense also the entire Sun- 
day School session is a service of worship. During the 
evolution of attitudes and activities, the idea of worship 
has undergone many changes - especially in the Sunday 
School. There is a time set apart for the morning "worship 
service" in a Sunday School where the sacred moments are 
nothing more than an opening exercise. It is truly an“ op- 
ening exercise” for there the robust youths and maidens 
work off all their stored up energy in a boisterous fash- 
ion. 

I have visited a Sunday School morning session, where 
all through the service a constant buzz of monotonous whis- 
pering did not cease fe not even while the leader was try- 
ing to give a talk - no, not even for the prayer! 

The main trouble there as in other aurah schools 
of which it is representative, is the restlessness which 
becomes contagious in an ungraded group. The present hous- 

ing of the Sunday Schools does not provide proper atmosphere 
for a real worship service. First of all the one large 
room or "auditorium" must always be used for assembling, 

by all the students. Grading is therefore impossible. 
Chairs in all cases are moveable and of adult size and con- 


struction. This auditorium sends back memories and asso- 
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ciations of having been used for socials, church luncheons, 
classes, and adult services. As hard as it is for children 
in a group to feel the right atmosphere for worship, it is 

made more difficult because of the many associations which 

the room inevitably brings back to them. 

During all the years that these children have been 
attending the Church School, there has been no real train- 
ing in worship. Admonitions and advice have been forth- 
coming generously, but different methods must be tried, 
for in every group there are always, figuratively speak- 
ing, some ducks off of whose back advice slips like water, 
and who disturb all the rest. 

All the blame cannot and should not be placed upon 
the pupils themselves. A great portion of the disorder 
and unworshipful atmosphere is due to the wrong coneeptions 
neld by the leader. There is noticeably no definite plan 
in the mind of the leader as to what aim he wishes to strive 
toward in the brief time allotted. Each Sunday he should 
definitely have in mind what changes in living are going 
to be brought about by his aéndueting of the worship serv- 
ice. God and his great purposes are to be made a reality 
in the lives of the children. Worship is not an end in it- 
self, but a means to give purpose to all life. "The test 


of worship is always to be found in its effect upon life. 
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It makes the spiritual world a reality, but it does more 
than this. It helps to create ideals and to crystalize 
desires, ambitions, and purposes. It moves the feelings 
and by creating or intensifying certain attitudes of mind, 
modifies all the activities of one's life. It thus supple- 
ments and gives effectiveness to our teaching of Christian 
1 the service do this? 
The situation as it is at present is not favorable. 

A few songs are sung as the crowd is assembling. Some 

are chosen by the leader and some by the children who take 
great delight in singing their favorite songs whatever 

they might be. The children are free to choose, so natur- 
ally they would not fall in line with the theme of the 
morning. After the singing, a prayer is called for. It 

is a common experience to have prayers made which are too 
difficult for the child mind to understand. They are cloth- 
ed in theological terms which as yet have no significance. 
The main part of the morning is given over to the story, 
after which there is a wild dash for the class rooms. The 


writer feels keenly that this procedure is a shame to God 


1. "The Sunday School At Work", John T. Faris 
Page 402. 
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and a crime committed against his children , to let them 
believe that that is worship. 

The recreational facilities in the Japanese Sunday 
Schools are so meager that they are of little consequence. 
The organized and directed play life of the group has not 
been developed in the church. ‘Whatever social life there 
is, it is in the form of occasional hikes and parties which 
the class teacher plans for her own pupils or a special 
luncheon with the grown folk of the church. In the past 
there seems to have been no need felt for a program of 


social activity. 
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PART TWO 
SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE PRESENT 
CONDITION. 

The present situation in the field of Religious Edu- 
cation has been pictured. It is not difficult to come to 
an agreement as to what are the underlying causes of the 
lack of a satisfying program. 

It would be an unkind procedure to study and to know 
the situation existing and not try to find some ways in 
which the condition might be improved upon. A few sugges- 
tions will be attempted here, in an effort to use to the 
best advantage what is in our hands at present. Joy can 
be found in doing something of worth for others, though the 
means are scanty and unpromising. Whatever high hopes are 
held for better equipped buildings, until the time when 
such are actually within our grasp, we could do nothing 
better than to try to accomplish the best results, gain 
the most happiness, with what we have with us. 

The classrooms must remain as they are for some time 
yet to come. Let the teachers be very conscious of the 
comfort of her own pupils ! She can make the room as 
cheerful and as refined as she likes. ake the teacher 
feel that it is her privilege as a teacher to provide pleas- 


ant surroundings for the children. 
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So much depends on the personality, the vision, and 
resourcefulness of the teacher. Even under discouraging 
circumstances in the physical equipment of the Sunday School 
the training of fine teachers is possible. A leader for a 
training class is always available for this good cause, if 
not in the pastor himself, in an outside authority. 
Until these late years the American born Japanese 
were all too young to be able to fill positions of leader- 
ship. Now has come the vital time to train these young 
people who are growing up into young manhood and young 
womanhood, to take the responsiblity of filling the vacan- 
cies of those who are about to leave their positions. Al- 
so those in the University who are teaching at present, 

would profit by special training so that when they return 

to their communities, they can take over the positions of 
leadership in their own churches and thus extend the benefits. 

Because the Christian conception of religion is pri- 
marily “a way of life" the influence of concrete example 
as against abstract principle is very strong. The chief 
merit of the teacher comes from her ability to stand as a 
representative and interpreter of Christianity to her pu- 
pils. The teacher's interpretation of religion as exper- 
ienced and exemplified in her own life, her ideals of con- 


duct and character, indeed her entire philosophy of life, 
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all act as important factors in the contribution she makes 
to her class. While few teachers would consciously attempt 
to set themselves up as examples and models from whom the 
pupils are to get their definition of religion, no teacher 
can wholly escape the responsibility. Especially will the 
younger pupils gather their impressions of religion from 
this personal representation of it, quite as much as from 
formal instruction. 

Teaching implies learning. Children must learn to 
use the printed matter, the symbol of thought; must learn 
to direct and control their attention; must learn to think; 
remember; plan; carry out tasks, and do many other things 
Wine by the mastery of truth and the growth of know- 
ledge and experience. 

The teacher must know how to direct the growing mind 
in the activities involved in this procedure. "Not to know 
how the mind of a child works, not to know the most effect- 
ual way of performing this or that task in the mastery of 
a lesson, not to know the motives and incentives that will 
act most surely to secure the necessary application and ef- 
fort on the part of the learner is to prove unfit to stand 
in the position of teacher." 

In order that the teacher might be able to fulfill 


these high function he or she must have certain qualifica- 
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tions. Since the teacher is an interpreter of religion, 

he must measure himself by the greatest or all teachers 

in the charm of his personality, and the dynamic of his life 
to attract others. It is almost needless to say that every 
teacher should be interested sincerely in people and be en- 
thusiastic about the subject matter which he teaches. "There 
is no substitute for the human quality of interest and en- 
thusiasm for truth, and of concern about and love for hu- 
mani ty. 

Tnough there are many who would be willing to serve 
in the Sundays Schools as teachers, and many are needed, 
there is no room for incompetent teachers. Only persons 
of high grade intelligence, and well disciplined talents 
should be given the responsibility of this high calling 
of the spiritual leadership of youth. It would not be too 
presumptuous of us to look forward to a time when such 
natural qualities of mind and acquired scholarship will be 
e ten of every one of our church school teachers. 

Rarely does one find a truly successful teacher who 
does not have a scientific knowledge of the child mind. 
There is a great advantage as well as a necessity for a 
teacher to be familiar with the psychology of the child. 
This is a vital part of the technic of the teacher. The 
mastery of the principles of the art of teaching leading 


to the intelligent instruction is based on this valuable 
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knowledge. 

The importance of teacher training is of such great 
moment that we cannot say that because only a few come to 
receive it, that it is not worth while. Even if two or 
three are willing to take advantage of the training, it 
should be undertaken. Every effort should be expended to 
secure the finest and most capable instructor for the class. 

Besides being a teacher who can present the facts and know- 
ledge, he should be one with such a personality and deep 
religious spirit as to inspire the young folk to become 
eager to work in the capacity of a teacher in the Sunday 
School, because they too have caught the vision. 

When training is to be carried on among the students 
who are attending the University, it is almost impossible 
to hold week night training classes. College students are 
more apt to attend a training class if it is held as a part 
of the regular Sunday edie church school curriculum. 

The International Council of Religious Education has elab- 
orate standards in teacher training which may be well be 
followed. For the training of the teachers who are now 
holding positions, it is advisable to use part of the Sun- 
day School teacher's meeting. A sense of school and depart- 
ment unity can be more fully attained in this method of get- 


ting together. During the first part of the meeting, prob- 
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lems concerning the general administration of the school, 
need to be discussed. Following this the teachers and 
officers could divide into groups for study courses. 
Through the lecture and deedüss zen method, innumerable 
helpful studies could be made. 

A course mich cod bring the teachers together one 
or two times a month or every Sunday as the case may be, for 
the study of child psychology, methods in teaching, and es- 
tablishing of objectives would be most helpful and is very 
necessary. Problems of how to handle cases of discipline, 
and how to respond to difficult but important questions of 
children are always before the 3 and she is anxious 
to know what to do. The meetings can also be used for a so- 
cialized study of sofme vital and interesting book. It is 
necessary for the leaders of the young people to know the 
new things which are being written as well as to know the 
well tested classics. The teacher training course will 
also work as an encouragement to friendly understanding 
among the teachers as well as a arse of imparting know- 
ledge. | 

A training course will give the teacher more con- 
fidence. It must also he a means of impressing her with 
the importance and responsibility of the task until each 


one bears a prayer upon her heart, to be able to accept 
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the challenge of her work. 
“Make of my heart an upper room, I pray. 
Swept clean of pride, let self be but a door 
Through mich young lives may come to Thee this day 

To know Thee as they have not known before. 

Speak through my voice that they may hear Thine own. 
Shine through my life in beauty and in truth, 
That they may see the Comrade Christ alone, 

And in the glad impulsiveness of youth, 
Rise up as did those fisher-lads of Thine 

Who left their boats and nets to follow Thee. 
So may they walk beside Thee, these of mine 

mom out of the world "Thou gavest me!" (1) 

In so far as the Sunday Schools are able, they should 
revise the lesson materials which are found to be lactring 
in proper material to meet the needs of the pupils of to- 
day. It would be wise for each superintendant to go over 
the lesson courses of each class to make sure that, as the 
pupils advance from the Beginners“ class upward, they are 
receiving in systematic order and also psychological, the 
fundamentals of religion and Christian living. Such a thing 
is taken for granted, but it may have been years since such 
an investigation was made - and much needs to be revised in 
times like these when environment changes so rapidly in 
all other fields. 

Perhaps it would not be out of place to say a word 
here about the problem of recognition and promotion of the 


children. The problem of promotion is a difficult one to 


1. "The Sunday School Teacher's Prayer", by Molly A. Haley. 
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solve, and it seems at present that there is only one way, 
and that is by the standard of age and public school grade 
since Sunday School attendance is purely voluntary. For 
special faithful work an "honor" may be awarded. A form 
of special certificate of recognition for the attainment 
of certain excellences, awarded publicly is a powerful 
incentive to secure a general higher standard of work and 
a regular attendance. These "honors" of course, should 
have nothing to do with the promotion of the child, but 
because of the honor conferred in the awarding of then, 
they become highly desirable. 

Promoting children regularly every year according 
to their advance in the public school keeps the pupils 
in groups together throughout their whole Sunday School 
life. 

Our eyes must ever be open to the possibilities of 
gaining the interest of new students for the Sunday School. 
There are altogether too many children who are receiving 
no home training in religion, nor receiving the refining 
touch of Christian people. Not only the teachers, but 
the pupils are not awake to the fact that new pupils should 
be enlisted as well as to keep the old. 

Calls can be made upon the new families in the com- 
munity by a teacher. This is a fine way in which to gain 


a friendly acquaintance, and thereby work up a favorable 
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attitude toward the church. 

Let each of the pupils bring an outside friend to a 
class party or hike, later to a meeting, and thus gradu- 
ally their interest may be deepened. 

The Daily Vacation Church School, under the auspic- 
es of all the churches of the Japanese community, ought to 
be built up to a more efficient and satisfactory level. 
This can be done only with the whole-hearted support of 
the churches. It is surprising how great a number of the 
hitherto untouched children can be reached through this 
institution, and drawn into its active life and guided in- 
to the Christian way of living. Tt 6105 the boys and girls 
into membership in the church and trains them for future 
Christian service. 

For the pastor it is a great opportunity. It is the 
month of his pastoral life which can belong rightfully to 
these children. The children can here learn to know and 
to love their pastor as they really should. 

; Through the Vacation School new home contacts can be 
made through visitation and by inviting the parents to the 
school for an inspection of the work of the children. Thus 
the good will of the community can be promoted toward the 
Church. 


In addition to this, during a single vacation school 
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session the pupils nay be trained in reverence in such a 
way that the reverence will be carried over and reflected 
in the Sunday School services of the Fall and Winter months 
following. 

It can be seen that the main trouble in the 1 
periods is the restlessness of the pupils which is very 
contagious especially in this ungraded group. In so far 
as the housing conditions permit, a means should be devised 
whereby at least the primaries and the Juniors may be sep- 
arated from the Intermediates and Seniors. The reason for 
this is obvious. When the Sunday Schools grow large so as 
to allow more close grading, a departmental worship program 
will be ideal. But until such a time come, we must do our 
best to work out a suitable worship service with what we 
have. 

It is a pervasive influence which the teacher or of- 
ficer is able to give forth unconsciously. The strong im- 
pression which a teacher can give by being seated on time 
in her place in quiet composure is most valuable. Of course 
whether in the worship period or in the class room, it is 
not necessary to be so still as to hear a pin drop, but 
it is most necessary to create a condition where the child- 
ren will feel impelled by their own feelings and reasoning 


to act and move harmoniously. 
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Most must be made of the room in which they meet for 
the period of worship. Jo special attempt need be made to 
have special flowers in the room, but an effort must be 
made to have a few but well arranged; avoiding the profu- 
sion of tastes created by loving but unknowing hands. 

Before the time of starting, the curtains should be 
straightened, the shades evenly drawn, the hymn books in 
place, the organist ready to play, and the leader well 
groomed and radiant. It is surprising to see how the 
smallest distraction will hold the attention of an observ- 
ant and restless child. 

In none of the churches has pupil participation been 
fully realized and carried out. In every group the child- 
ren are prone to giggle and to make remarks when some of 
their number are asked to do something. It is quite nat- 
ural and this is not anything to make us stop in our appre- 
ciation of pupil participation, for likewise in every 
church, at least as far as these particular ones are con- 
cerned, there is at least one boy or girl who commands the 
respect of all the rest. As a beginning, have such a boy 
or girl stand up in front of the group and, in a composed 
manner, give the call to worship. The children would see 
a new meaning in the words if one of their number were 


giving it. "The Lord is in his holy temple, let all the 
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earth keep silence before Fim.“ Would they not really try 
to keep quiet? 

Before the leader prays, sometimes he should talk 
with the children as to what they should all pray about. 
The leader's prayer would become alive in so much as it was 
participated in by the children, and thier hearts would 
be more responsive at other times. The young children 
should be guided to pray for themselves, for if not taught 
in their youth there is a danger that they may never have 
the joy of this type of communion with God. Often after 
talking about what they should pray about, they can be 
asked to pray with the leader, phrase by phrase through a 
simple prayer. 

During the year, perhaps once a month or every two 
months, one of the upper classes could conduct the whole 
order of worship. Some say that these children are too 
young and many other such comments arise. But we must re- 
member that these changes are gradual and that in the me an- 
time, the teachers are instructing the children jirectly 
and indirectly in the elements of worship and how to pray. 
Besides the foregoing suggestion on prayer, a teacher in 
helping her class might write out a short prayer in simple 


words for a pupil to read at the time for sentence prayers. 
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(1) 
Edna M. Crandall has illustrated just what we mean 


by having a class conduct a worship service, in one of her 
interesting observations. Miss Adelaide Case's fourth 
grade class of girls conducted one of these worship serv- 
ices entirely alone. ‘They chose the theme, "What we have 
found out about the city and how we think it ought to be 
made different." Having visited several different insti- 
tutions in the city, and having made something of a study 
of its problems, they found in the worship an opportunity 
to tell the other children something of their own think- 
ing. With great care, they had chosen hymns in accordance 
with their theme and had written their own prayers. At the 
appointed hour, a small girl, standing on a hassock 30 as 
to be seen , gave the call to worship. Another member 
of the class read in a clear and dignified tone a paper of 
her own, telling something of what the class had learned 
and thought. The entire service was genuinely the child- 
ren's own work - nevertheless it was finished and dignified 
to a remarkable degree - immature, yet not ragged. The rest 
of the children were impressed." 

On other Sundays the leader may give a very brief talk 


by the use of a fine picture. In a mixed group, all wor- 


1. Religious Education Journal, Uctober 1925. 
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shipping together, such a talk is effective. I have noticed 
especially among the Japanese group of children, all are 
most enthusiastically interested in a picture displayed to 
them. The younger children as well as the obder ones can 
center their thoughts upon such a central interest and ap- 
preciate it according to their own experience levels. 

Every hymn which is used should be carefully chosen. 
in connection with the central theme of the worship serv- 
ice. It is well that the leader go through the hymn book 
and see which hymns along with the tunes are appropriate 
for the children's use. Jazz tunes and cheap verse paro- 
dies are worse than no songs at all, for the tastes of 
children for good music and fine poetry are just as easily 
ruined by poor choices as they are encouraged by the good. 
"Let me write a people's songs and whosoever will may write 
their laws," said an astute student of human nature centur- 
ies ago. In all ages the hymns have been the prayers , as- 
pirations, and creeds of the people. They shape the faith 
of the Church. 

A call for favorite hymns of the children during the 
worship service is dangerous, for not knowing the plan of 
the leader, they are apt to select those which do not fit 
in. 


In the worship period all the songs should be well 
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known to the participators in order that they can sing with 
meaning. Beautiful hymn stories are available which the 
leader can tell before the song is sung, thus helping the 
children to appreciate more what they are 5 

Since the worship period is not the time to be learn- 
ing songs and verses, a special time of about twenty minutes 
sometime during the Sunday session can be set aside precise- 
ly for the training in worship. Edna M. Crandall would use 
the twenty minutes prior to the worship service for nothing 
but drill and instruction, even in the elements of worship. 
During this time a real love of the hymns might be culti- 
vated. ‘howing pictures illustrative of the hymns or the 
writer greatly helps in this line. An explanation of what 
worship is should be here presented. Responses and Scrip- 
ture verses are easily learned if the kader will explain 
unfamiliar words and phrases and in general be enthusiastic 
about the whole material to be memorized. ‘ Although this 
is a period of training, every effort must be made to making 
it pleasant and avoiding all impressions of drudgery. 

Not more than ten songs need be learned during the 


year. Thus these worship training periods may come at in- 


1. "Hymn Stories For Children", by Margaret , Eggleston 
The Century Company, 1922 

2. See Betts and Yawthorne:"Method in Teaching Religion", 
page 468. Graded lists for memory work in Seripture to 
be used with the worship service given. 
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tervals of three weeks or four weeks, or on the other 
hand, since they can be made so pleasant, can be provided 
for every Sunday. 
Among the many precautions to be taken in regard to 
the worship service, there is one which is of great import- 
ance. It is to be righteously jealous of this precious 
time, and not feel obliged to let every visiting personage 
though of important station, give a so called brief talk. 
More often than otherwise the “brief talk" does not fit the 
age of the children, and is out of relationship with the 
theme, and benefits only the speaker in that it affords him 
the chance to unburden his mind . 
the three volumes of Edna M. Crandall, "A Curriculum 

of Worship For the Junior Church School" are full of rich 
suggestions for worship services. They are given ina 
finished form which might be used just as they are, or they 
may be adapted to suit particular needs. Lists of pictures 
for use in the prepartation for worship are given. I have 
selected one typical worship service with its preliminary 
memory training, from her first volume as an example of 

the splendid usefulness of the books. It is given for the 
second Sunday in October. 


"The Memory Curriculum 


Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind" 
Scripture: Psalm 121. 
Leader's Prayer. 
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Memory Work: 

Review: Hymn: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty". 
"What was the hymn we learned last Sunday? Who wrote 
it? Tell me something about it". (Call up the prin- 
ciple points in the hymn. Read through and sing with- 
out books.) 

New Work: Psalm 121. 
(Repeat the Psalm for the children, bringing out 
clearly its full meaning and form. 

In the Hebrew language this is poetry. All the 

Psalms are poetry, for they were the hymns of the 
Hebrew people. This hymn was probably written to be 
sung by pilgrims going up to the feasts at Jerusalem. 


eases chal’ of Jerusalem or road leading up to the 
city. 


Perhaps they broke out in song when they first 
caught sight of the hills of Jerusalem, their holy 
city, which meant to them the place of God, or as the 
ancient Hebrews called Nim, Jehovah. When these pil- 
grims sang, “I will lift up mine eyes unto the moun- 
tains," it meant to them, "I will lift up mine eyes 
unto Jehovah." The Psalm shows the perfect trust 
that these people had in God's care and protection. 
"We hear in it the voices of the pilgrims encourag- 
ing one another with words of faith and hope as they 
journeyed to Jerusalem." 

They sang responsively as we sometimes read the 


Psalms in our Church service; first one group of 
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pilgrims expressed their confidence in God's help; 
then another would respond in a similar manner. It 
will mean more to us if we read it in a similar way. 
Let us open our Bibles and read the Psalm responsive- 
ly. We will say "the Lord" instead of"Jehovah" , for 
"Jehovah" is the Hebrew word for God, and we do not 
think of Him by that name. 
| (Divide the class into groups and have them 

read the Psalm as indicated below, alternating until 
all have read the entire Psalm.) 

Do you understand it all? How about the verse, 
"The sun shall not smite thee by day nor the moon by 
night"? Would we think of looking for God's protection 
from the sun and moon? In the country where these peo- 
ple lived it was intensely hot, and sunstroke was very 
common and very dangerous. They were also afraid that 
the moon would affect them in the same way; so they 
had reason to desire God's protection against the sun 
and moon. The Psalm says, "Jehovah will keep thy go- 
ing out and thy coming in, from this time forth and 
forever more." This means that God will always watch 
over us, whatever we do, wherever we go, and we are to 
trust in Him and not he afraid. 


(Read the Psalm through together and repeat 
without using books.) 
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Memory Version: 


First Pilgrim: 


First Group: 
Second Group: 
First Group: 
Second Group: 


First Group: 


Announcements 
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I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills: 
From whence shall my help come? 
My help cometh from the Lord, 


Who 


made heaven and earth. 


He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: 
He that keepeth thee will not slumber. 
Behold He that keepeth Israel 

Will neither slumber or sleep. 


The 
The 
The 
Nor 
The 
The 


Lord is thy keeper: 

Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. 
sun shall not smite thee by day 

the moon by night. 

Lord will keep thee from all evil; 
Lord will keep thy going out and thy 
coming in 


From this time forth and forever more." 


Preparation for Worship: 

Theme for worship service: Reverence For God's Day. 

Picture: "The Fourth Commandment", Sinkel 
(Sometimes called „une Christ Chila".) 


This is a picture of Jesus when he was a boy. 


What has he in His hand? (atablet of stone) What are 


the figures on it? (Roman numbers) Do you know what 


they stand for? (The Ten Commandments) Which is Jesus 


pointing to? (The fourth) What is the fourth command- 


ment? (Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy) How 


can we keep God's day holy? (By going to church) And 


if we go to church, how can we show God that we are 


truly honoring His day? (By being reverent while we 


are there). 


In our worship we are going to think about hold- 
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ing God's day in reverence. 


The Service of Worship 
Piano Prelude 
Call to Worship: 
This is the day that the Lord hath made; 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Response: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to fhee; 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity. Amen. 


(Tune: "Nicaea") 
Hymn: “O Day of Rest and Gladness". 
Scripture: Exodus 20: 8-11 : "Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy." 

Response: (sung) 

Lord, have mercy, have mercy upon us, 

And incline our hearts to keep this law, Amen. 
Prayer: 

In Thy wisdom and justice, O Father, Thou hast 
given to us this special day in which to rest, to en- 
joy our beautiful world, to think of Thee, and all 
whom Thou dost love. Forgive us, we pray Thee, that 
so often in carelessness and selfishness we forget 
Thee. On this holy day speak to our hearts and help 
us to remember the countless blessings Thou hast pre- 
pared for our good. May this be a day which we shall 
spend as Jesus did, worshipping Thee in Thy holy tem- 
ple, walking through fields and by the lake talking 
of Thee, doing good to all who need our help. For- 
bid that through our selfishness the day should be 


hard for others. Teach us to be considerate, kind, 


and just, doing unto others, on this day as on all 
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days we would they should do unto us. 

Accept we pray, the worship of loving hearts and 
the devotion of daily lives in which we remember others 
and forget ourselves. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 


Amen. 


(Adapted from "A Girl's Book of Prayers", by 
Margaret Slattery. Used by permission of the Fil- 
grim Press.) 


Prayer Hymn: 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
Forgive our feverish ways; 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind; 
In purer lives Thy service find, 
Infeeper reverence, praise. Amen. 
(Hymnal For American Youth) 


Offeratory Service: 
Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, it 
is more blessed to give than to receive. 

' Offeratory music: 

Response: (sung) - 

All things come of Thee, CO L ra, 

And of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 
Hymn: "The Dawn of God's Dear Sabbath" 
Recessional to classes." 

How good it makes one feel to hear a child answer em- 
phatically that he loves to go to Sunday School, and have 
his mother say that she has a hard time keeping him home, 
even when he is ill. Such are the evidences that small 
children can and do receive some impressions which are very 
favorable and offers encouragement to all who are interest- 


ed in the Sunday School. 
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PART THREE 


A PROGRAM OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR THE FUTURE CHURCH. 


"We spend hundreds on attempts to induce a handful of 
wandering old sheep to bring their worn out lives back into 
the fold, to the pennies we invest in keeping all the lambs 
therein". As we think forward to the program of Religious 
Education for the children and youth of Berkeley, we cannot 
afford to think in a careless and light hearted way. 80 
great a work cannot be done in a cheap way - rather, the 
making of life will cost life. 

Whatever program of religious education we have to 
suggest for the situation in Berkeley, the glaring need is 
that the churches which are now working under difficulty as 
separate organizations, join together in one co-operative 
effort. This will mean that many sacrifices will have to 
be made, not only in a material ray ir order to build a unite 
ed church, but also in giving up the details of religious 
thinking which have kept the older people apart. ‘mall dif- 
ferences separated the people many years ago, but to-day 
through a gradual understanding, they have become more tol- 
erant and more willing to Jesus' teaching with a largeness 
of heart like His. It is indeed a small sacrifice in com- 
parison to the vastness of the good which will be derived 


by the children who are waiting, eager to receive what there 
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is to be given. Only through such a united effort can an 
advance be made. Great would be the advantages to come from 
it. 

First of all the large and new organization will be 
able to engage professional aid in carrying out its program. 
A director of Xeligious Education having specialized in 
psychology, education, history of the Church, organization, 
and method, is fully capable of directing the various educa- 
tional functions of the church. 

The director is not an assistant pastor, but he holds 
authority in his special field "co-ordinate with the author- 
ity of the pastor". Such leadership in the church for the 
development of religious educational work cannot be demand- 
ed of the pastor as previously. He has had training for 
other tasks and is occupied with a full schedule.of other 
duties, whereas a director is able to give expert direction 
to this important task. 

To work out the program of religious education along 
with the director, there needs must be a committee on edu- 
cation which would be a cabinet for the rss te It will 

serve to unify and co-ordinate the work in the Sunday School, 
the young people's societies, the missionary societies, and 
other educational agencies. It will offer judgment and pass 
upon courses of study, standards of gradation and promotion, 


and organization of departments. The committee will also 
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have to determine the requirements of teaching and with the 
help of the director do the appointing of teachers and of- 
ficers. The general interest of the church in and for the 
support of religious education is promoted by the committee. 

How many more young children can be reached by an 
appropriate and beautiful house of God, is not known. But 
there is every reason to believe that the present members 
could be greatly increased in very little time. ‘We know 
for a fact that an ugly inadequately equipped building will 
keep away those who are not already filled with the true 
spirit and love of God. They must be reached by a program 
and by conditions which can measure 65 to the higher stand- 
ards as set by the public school in order to break down the 
barrier of prejudice. 

Leaving aside the details of the construction of the 
building itself, let us see how in general it could fill 
the needs of the children. 

In the discussion on worship, we have spoken of the 
possibilities in which the service itself could be devel- 
oped. It is almost needless to stress the great contri- 
bution which a beautiful chapel can make to the feeling 
of worship. However, this can be said, that worship and the 
beautiful go hand in hand, and where there is beauty, it 


is much easier to instill reverence into young people. 
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Sufficient and suitable class rooms must be planned 
for the pupils. "The school says to them that education 
isua process of living in orderly and tasteful surroundings 
where all that is best in life may be cultivated; the church 
says to them that education is carried on in any old corner 
that is not needed for some more important progr an 
No ‘spirituality’, no interest in religion, no supposed ef- 
ficacy of the church-going habit, can be of any avail if the 
group habits of the church are not of the same fineness as 
those of the family or the 8 a strong state- 
ment this is, yet the truth of it stands. Any kind of shel- 
ter will not do, for with the same materiale and a little 
forethought, greater utility and beauty can be had. Take 
for example a matter such as the arrangement of class rooms. 
When the Punday School is graded as it should be, consider- 
ation is taken for easing departmental work. 

The best way to arrange a great many rooms is to have 
them open into a corridor and not into an assembly room, 
so as to permit the use of these rooms by more than one de- 
partment if necessary, and in order to prevent the annoy - 
ance of passing through one room to get to another. 


The future church must provide for some acceptable 


1. "Religious Education", Theodore Gerald Soares, 1928. 
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club rooms for boys“ and girls' clubs. 

The recreational program in the Japanese churches has 
been one of the greatly neglected phases of the child's 
life. It is surprising to note the number of social and ath- 
letic clubs which are growing up because the boys and girls 
are craving some way of expressing themselves. In these 
clubs are all types of young folk meeting together. In 
such groups it is difficult for the boys or girls to express 
themselves wholly according to their ideals. “ence there 
is a compromise leading to another and another until the or- 
ganization becomes flat and colorless because of the vague- 
ness of its definition. With this there is no positive de- 
velopment of personality. 

For many of our young folk, what is necessary is to 
have Boy Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, and other social and ser- 
vice clubs in the church. This work is at home in the church 
and succeeds best there. "This is because both are excel- 
lent examples of the interweaving of physical culture with 
moral and spiritual training. To turn these organizations 
out and to commit them to the schools or to other agencies 
because they are not limited to religious activities would 
close a thousand avenues of free access to the lives of 
boys and girls. In many respects they constitute the types 
of physical emphasis and culture which the churches can most 


naturally and helpfully conduct. They require no elaborate 
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mechanisms, physical or otherwise, and no special structure 
Or apparatus. One advantage of this is that they impose on 
the young no consciousness of formal and elaborate efforts 
on their behalf. They are built with commendable insight 
and care, on interests native to the young and they are di- 
rected toward helpful habits. Moreover, they have the ad- 
vantage of offering a programme of greatly varied and relat- 
ively simple forms of n 

It may seem narrow to have the clubs confined to the 
church school, but outside friends could be invited in. The 
type of leadership which arises ina group such as this, is 
developed upon the ideals which are seins A difficulty in 
many of the newly organized "outside" groups is that the 
leaders who organize them are often immature in age and ex- 
perience; consequently their judgments are not conducive to 
the best development of those in the club. There is no 
constructive development of fine characters. This leads us 
to a further point - recreation. 

The future church will be constructed, having in its 
plans ample space and a refined atmosphere where the child - 
ren and young people will be glad to come t have their 


s30cial gatherings. It must be a factor to cultivate their 


1. H.F. Cope: "Religious Education in the Church",1918 
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taste for the better types of recreation. 

The question of a gymnasium is a difficult one to solve. 
If the church is readily able to support such an item in its 
program it would be ideal; if not, there is no need to worry 
about trying to maintain such. In the community of Berkeley, 
are gymnasium facilities which are available to the Japanese 
young people. The Frances Willard School gymnasium is one 
example. 

What would be a great asset is a young man or woman 
who could plan the recreation for the whole Bunday School. 
We have already stressed the importance of play, but we 
must emphasize the fact to the children that the game of 
life is played in the church through their mental associa- 
tions. The leader would prepare socials for the various 
groups, would oversee the clubs, and in general, promote the 
wholesome social relationships of the children. VYather and 
Son, Mother and Daughter Panquets, and Family Night Dinners 
would be bound to create a fine spirit between the Church 
and the Sunday School. If developed, this suggestion could 
serve as a great factor in bringing about that most needed 
and lacking fellowship and understanding between the older 
and younger generations. 


Class athletic leagues or Church School leagues could 
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be an important development in this line of wholesome and 
interesting recreation. Cope has made the statement that 

in Chicago, over two hundred churches are federated into 

an athletic organization through thei? Church Schools and 
that such organizations exist in about forty different cit- 
ies in the United States. The Japanese youth of today are 
very much interested in sports, so that such a project, if 
managed in the right way , would be sure to capture the en- 
thusiasm of the boys and girls. 

It is understood, of course, that the Church School is 
not attempting to provide for all the recreation of its den- 
bers; that is not its primary purpose, but it must rise to 
the place where it will be able to furnish some of the much 
needed social life within the church. It pba ane a break- 
ing down of the idea that the Church is only a place in which 
to be solemnly serious, or in which the stored up energies 
must always be suppressed. The child must be impressed that 
religion is a part of life and that it pervades every activ- 
ity of life. If young people are to grow as Christian 
persons, they must grow all over. The body must be trained; 
educated in the spirit of Jesus, to become the servant and 
instrument of the will of God. Jor does this physical work 
ot ster to the body alone; it develops the whole person by 


the disciplines and joys of the body. It seeks to insure 
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control of comduct, love of noble ideals, willing service, 
social 1 and the development of the whole self 
on a high level." : 

When the vacation months come, the children shall be 
ready and eager to attend the Daily Vacation Church School. 
Where previously the Churches have hesitated about the op- 
ening of the school each year because of the burden of 
raising funds, a united church would find less difficulty. 
Since the school would be held in the church belonging to 
all, there would not be a hesitancy about sending children 
to just one of the many churches as now, for there would 
be no danger of losing any of the students to that par- 
ticular church. Co-operation among the churches would mean 
also that there would be a larger building in which to house 
and provide for the great number of children who are not 
even connected with the Sunday School. Heretofore, during 
the hot summer, close to seventy children have been packed 
into an auditorium of one of the churches for the worship 
period where forty should normally have been seated. 

Time and time again in viewing the situation of the 
Japanese churches the thought has arisen - mat a splendid 


teaching force we could have, if the teachers of the differ- 


1. "The School in The Modern Church", 1919, F. F. Cope. 
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erent small Sunday Schools could be combined into one teach- 
ing staff. How much more good be done for a greater number! 
Teacher training must always be carried on. In the Church 
of the future, it is believed that more of the young people 
will be interested in and take advantage of training for 
teachers. It is human nature that the young people will 
feel the importance of such a calling when the structure of 
the building, and the administration of it all, is command- 
ing of respect. 

In connection with the teacher training enterprise, a 
professional library is recommended. Countless new books 
in the field of religious education and in related fields 
are being written every year. Hach worker needs to have 
available, books to enrich himself or herself. Not only 
books in religious education for the officers and teachers, 
but an effective and worth while library of other books 
worth knowing in the field of biography, travel, Christian 
or religious poetry, for all, should be in the process of 
vuilding. There might also be in this connection, a service 
bureau for pageants, plays, and special day programs for the 
teachers. This bureau would have as its duty the securing 
of good materials for the teachers to select from and have 


“them available in time for certain special days. 
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For these many items adequate financial support is 
necessary. Education is a costly process. The Sunday 
School cannot be expected to pay its own way by the con- 
tributions of the children alone. The place of the church 
here, is to allow a large appropriation on its annual bud- 
get for religious educational work. When many churches are 
united into one, there need be no waste of funds, scatter- 
ing them in small bits for diverse causes, but there will be 
a strength behind the distribution of these funds when they 
go out from one united source. 

Under certain conditions of pressure, either in the 
dividing of children into departments and classes, in the 
providing of good teachers and officers, which have been 
mentioned before, and in investing in good and constructive 
lesson materials, a need is felt keenly for the co-opera- 
tion of all the churches. Only the co-operative effort of 
the now separate groups can save us from losing those who 
are coming to us. 

An enlarged and united Sunday School could naturally 
attract many more children to its doors. Careful grading 
would be more possible. It means first, that the pupils 
are classified according to their ages and capacities; sec- 
ond, that they are assigned to classes according to this 


classification; third, that the classes are then arranged 
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into larger divisions, as departments; fourth, that espec- 
ially qualified teachers are provided for the work of each 
grade; fifth, that each grade is provided with study mater- 
ial suited to its needs; sixth, that the promotion of pupils 
from one grade to another is on the basis of their develop- 
ing life needs. : With careful grading arrangements in the 
Church School, the curriculum must be borne in mind and cer- 
tain principles followed. 1. The material will be select- 
ed on genetic considerations; that is, its choice will be 
determined by the nature, the life history, process, and 
progress of the pupil. 2. It will especially have in mind 
the epochs or crises in that developing life. 3. The course 
will be unitary, that is, organized into a coherent whole 

in itself without breaks or chasms from grade to grade, mov- 
ing steadily to definite ends. I will as far as possible, 
be unitary with those other studies and interests of the 
pupils’ homes, public school, and religious life. 4. It will 
be sufficiently comprehensive to meet that pupils' actual re- 
ligious needs under present day conditions. 5. It will seek 
the discipline of thw whole life and its efficiency in Chris- 


(2) 
tian social service." 


1. "Efficiency in the Sunday School “, H.P. Cope, 1912 
2. Ibid, page 48. 
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The grading chart given by H. F. Cope is an example of 
what might be carried out in a school which is made up of the 
combined interest of all the Japanese Sunday Schools, which 
would offer a better environment for helpful fellowship of 
teachers and oa angen hem following chart shows the vari- 


ous groupings clearly. 


Life Period|S.S. Division|Public School|Age|S.S. Arrangement 


Kindergarten re-school Kindergarten 
work in large 
A. Ist 2 group or groups. 
grades in 
1.Childhood public school Primary work in 


smaller groups. 


Classes corres- 
ponding to the 

6 grades in the 

Elementary B.Grades 3-8 Pub. Sch. suddi- 
in the public vided, when feas 
school. ible, into Boys 
& Girls classes. 


Follow High Sch. 
grades. Those not 
N in H. S. moving 

Secondary H. S. or over through grades 
pub.sch. age yr.by yr.Classes 
usually subdiv- 
ided according 
2. Youth to sex. 

4 grades,divided 
H.S.Gradu- into young men's 
ates & cor- & womens' class. 


Class and courses 


3. Manhood elective. 


1. “The Modern Sunday School in Principle and Practice", 
H. . Cope, page 68. 
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Classes in the 2nd and 3rd division should have from 6-10 
pupils in each. Minimum number of classes in this scheme is 
17, but smaller schools would adopt it by reducing division 
"Senior" to one class, and when necessary, combining any two 
grades in one. 


An outline of a curriculum by subjects as seen in re- 
lationship with the chart shows how a broad and thorough 
knowledge of the Christian religion and way of life can be 
imparted logically to the student. the following is also 


taken from Cope. 


Kindergarten 
Religious conceptions, moulded by stories, manual work, 
games and exercises. 


Elementary 
Grade I. 


Religious conceptions in detail, moulded by stories, 
manual work, memorizing of simple passages. 
Grade IJ. 
Same work with greater detail, introduction of bio- 
graphy, memorizing also of longer passages and short 
hymns. 
Grade III. 
Old Testament narratives; into this may be woven geo- 
graphy; using manual methods. 
Grade IV. 
Life of Jesus, following plan similar to grade III. 
Make a picture life of Jesus. 
Grade V. 
Lives of the Apostles. Use the travel interest, man- 
ual methods, collect museum materials. 
Grade VI. 
A general introduction to the Bible. A year's survey 
of the whole, using the Bible freely. 
Grade VII. 
(a) Biography in the 01d Testament; beginning of hero 
study. 
(p) Christian biography, beginning with Jesus. Have 
pupils work on the heroes of Christian History 
as they would on Washington or Lincoln. 
Grade VIII. 
Church History beginning with the “Acts", lst half 
year. 
Christian Missions, 2nd half year. 
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Secondary 
Grade I. 
Preparation for Church Membership 
lst half year: The Christian Life; develop in part, 
by biographical studies 
2nd half year: Christian Service; lead to enthusiasm 
for service in the church 
Keep in mind that these are the “decision years". 
Grade II. 
a. Christian Institutions 
b. Denominational life and Polity 
Grade III. 
Old Testament Literature 
Grade IV. 
New Testament Literature 


Senior 
Grade 1. 
Historical study of Biblical Literature 
Grade II. 
Advanced life of Jesus Christ 
Grade III. 
A. Christian Evidences 
b. Christian Doctrines 
e. Christian Ethics (Practical ethics) 
Grade IV. 
a. Practical Christianity, Social Service. 
b. Missions, Comparative Religions 


Teachers 
rade 1. 
Child Study 
Grade II. 

Religious Pedagogy 
Grade III. 

Sunday School organization and management 
Grade IV. 

Advanced Biblical Instruction 


When the budgets for education of the separate Sunday 
Schools are brought in one organization, the lesson materials 
and accessory aids can be of the best type. As for example, 
instead of scraping together odds and ends for the Begin- 


ners, a series of studies such as the Christian Nurture Ser- 
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ies of the Morehouse Publishing Company of “ilwaukee, which 
is splendid can be used. The stories and handwork given 

in the lessons for the first grades are especially of a 
very high type. Letters for the parents of the children 

in the class, concerning the home studies of the pupil are 
simple and could be easily translated by the teacher into 
the Japanese language, and would indeed do a wonderful 

work in bringing some religious education into the home. 
The handwork is of such a high type that the children may 
well feel proud to carry it home to their parents and keep 
it. ven the best of our Beginners“ teachers cannot bear 
the total responsibility of bringing up these children 

on the lessons devised out of her own ingenuity. The Chris- 
tian Nurture Series are so rich in suggestions for any tea- 
cher, they can be heartily recommended. 

In regard to the studies of the students in the Church 
School, our program should make a change from a strictly 
Bible centered curriculum to one which will broaden the 
children into thinking in terms of world relationships. The 
Japanese children are made to feel too muen concerned about 
their own immediate environment and circumstances. Iissfion- 
ary education, with an aim of bringing the whole world to- 
gether as one family in the life of our Father should be in- 


stilled, for they are in the right situation by environment 
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and experience to appreciate it and make it a fruitful study. 

Along with the world education should go a program 
of social service. A change of attitude will here have to 
be brought about from the mere mechanical notions of social 
service to the idea that the best ministry is that of offer- 
ing one's self in friendly personal work. Baskets of food 
or boxes of toys mean nothing if the life of the giver is 
not also expended for those whom they would help. 

In all the classes except the Beginners', observations 
have shown that the "pouring in" method is the only one used. 
It is very essential for various methods to be used as truths 
are revealed through various means, and can be better acquir- 
ed through some methods than others. How meager the equip- 
ment of the present churches is in comparison to the oppor- 
tunities which the future united church can provide ! The 
possibilitites in the use of the projeet method, the discus- 
sion method, the question and answer method, the story meth- 
od, dramatization, and manual arts, for teaching religion 
are manifold. We cannot go into detail here but we can see 
how the church school can be adapted to the effective exe- 
cut ion of different types of teaching. 

The united school will be graded and provide teachers 
who will compare favorably with the public schools in effi- 


ciency. By staying in the same grade for a number of years 
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as the teacher, he or she will become an expert in that 
particular phase of religious instruction and that partic- 
ular age child. The teacher is then able to build up ang 
improve the course and thus lead the students intelligently 
and helpfully. 

The questionaires which were sent to the students not 
attending Sunday School, invariably brought back the replies 
that the parents did not force them to attend Sunday School, 
but all of them thought that it would be good for them to 
go. Not being encouraged to attend, they have found it un- 
necessary, and have found other things with which to occupy 
themselves on Sunday. This type of indifference is growing 
and is gripping the young people and old as well, everywhere. 
It has often been called the greatest of all sins - the sin 
of indifference. 

This indifference must be captured now, before it 
ruins the community. A larger and more efficient program 
in the church would do much to gain the confidence of a 
great many of these folk, if not all of them. 

Five years ago a movement was started among the Jap- 
anese Christian young people of northern California. 

The purpose of the organized movement is to strengthen the 
local organizations, to cultivate Vhristian leadership, and 


to unite spiritual forces. The power of this movement can 
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be seen in the rapid growth which it has made in membership 
from its first year with ninety five, to three hundred and 
fifty in its fourth annual conference. It has chosen as its 
form of intercourse, the Conference, where annually boys 

and girls from all parts of northern California gather to 
hear inspiring messages on the Vhristian ideal and practice, 
and to discuss their problems. 

During the past five years, the annual general confer- 
ence of the young people has been meeting in the spacious 
well-equiped American Churches. Is it a wonder that when 
the delegates return to their home churches they become dis- 
couraged and disappointed? The Japanese churches must wake 
up to the fact that they are existing under undue restraint 
and unnecessary unfavorable conditions. In Berkeley espec- 
ially, this ideal spot where refinement, intellectuality, 
and spiritual ity are centered, the Japanese churches, if it 
is at all possible, should come together as one body fora 
great loving Christian service. As the young people from 
all parts of California gather at Berkeley, they can be made 
to feel the vital, power in religion, andibe made to feel 
that it is alive and that it is their obligation to support 
it in the future. May they feel the truth of the words of 
Jesus, when He said, "I am come that they might have life, 


and that they might have it more abundantly." 
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Certainly it is not the Church building itself that 
gives this abundant life, although it helps. It is not the 
large membership within the church, yet that helps. Money, 
beauty, efficiency, social life, education, none of these 
can take the place of a truly spirit filled life, but they 
can all, with intelligent use help to cultivate such person- 
alities. 

Our Japanese young people in their peculiar situation 
here in California, need to be guided in developing their 
spiritual nature, otherwise their lives are mere voids - 
with no inner stability and beauty - mere shells with only 
superficial, materialistic encrustations. 

By an adequate program of religious education, the 
whole spiritual development of the church is seen. The 
teaching methods in the modern church are such that people 
come to accept as a habit of mind,. growth and development, 
as normal and not unusual. Young as well as old will feel 
a new sense of the reality of this religion which copes 
with the present day problems which are vital to life, and 
happiness. They will also feel the dignity and true worth 
of the church which can treat them as “seriously as the pub- 
lic school does". 

Because of the varied program of the Church, all per- 


sons can feel a normal relationship to it at every stage. 
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It touches their need at every point. 

"The program of religious education in the church 
offers to each one a programme of life. nis is the case 
because modern education is essentially the organization 
of a programme of life. In childhood and youth, in young 
manhood and age, this programme offers every one the reali- 
ties of experience. It is a continuous programme. There 
need be no breaks. The experience offered to the boy of 
fifteen is just as real and full of meaning as that offered 
to the little child or to the adult. Therefore relations 
to the church are continuous. It has a place for this boy 
just as truly as it has for his father; it is just as nat- 
ural to the boy as the father's place is to adult life. It 
is natural because it is his part in life. It meets the 
hunger of the young for activity. It offers to the youth 
many forms of ideal service. At every point it meets the 
needs of his life, for the program is being determined with 
those needs in mind. At every step it indicates the duty 
to be done, the new steps to be taken. It guides in a life 
experience. Young people live in such a church. ‘he ex- 
perience of living creates a unity that is implicit. Such 
a church is not as one standing beside life calling a few 
to leave its ways and walk with her. The church, in all 
her work and experiences, is a way of life. The young grow 


up and find in her life opportunities they always seek for 
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(1) 
wider, deeper, higher living". 


We dare to dream of the time when the churches will 
unite into one firm brotherhood and as one strong body 
advance toward their high goal. 

The sign of hope is that the churches are already 
conscious of their weakness in trying to walk the way alone, 
and at the same time are conscious of their responsibility 
to the children and youth, not only of today, but of the 
generations to come; thus they are impelled to seek the 
better way. 

"God's trumpet has a challenge sounded, 

Since man first saw revealed 
A glimpse of heaven in the face 
Of every little child. 
This challenge to thee given 
A task divine and wonderful: 
Keep thou they children's feet 
In paths of right, 
Interpret to their souls the will of God". 


("A Challenge",by Ada Rose Demerest) 


1. “Religious Education in the Church", H. F. Cope, 1920 
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F This paper has been trying to deal with a specific 
situation in the field of religious education as found in 
the Japanese community in Berkeley. Because the churches 
are actually so small and struggling under severe handi- 
caps, there has not been much to say or do except to look 
toward a time which we hope will be soon, in the future, 
when a co-operative effort among the community will 
bring forth a united church. 

Advances could not be too aggressive and radical 
all at once, so a gradual working up to a higher level is 
the thought which the author has kept in mind. 

the suggestions given in the paper are merely the 
first steps which might be taken. There are a great many 
books in the field of religious education and more are be- 
ing published each year. There are advanced theories 
and practices in them which will become more useful as the 
years of devekopment go on. In the Bibliography many types 
of books for further reading have been listed, to furnish 
background as well as new material in thinking about reli- 


gious education. 
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NOTE .....-- "Religious Education", December 1927 
A very complete and well classified bibliography is 
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